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THE FIRST CHURCH 

At Chestnut Hill, Newton, Mass. 
(Unitarian ) 



CHESTNUT HILL CHURCH was built 
by the munificence of Thomas Lee, Esq. 
This gentleman was a merchant of Boston 
and resided during the summer months on his 
beautiful estate in Brookline where he was greatly 
interested in horticultural pursuits. He died in 
December, 1867, at the age of 88. The follow- 
ing extracts from a sermon preached at the church 
in January, 1868, by Rev. A. B. Muzzey, ** On 
the Character of Thomas Lee, Founder of this 
Church," are most appropriate in this connection. 
** We remember to-day with gratitude him to 
whose Christian munificence we owe this our 
loved house of worship — simple, substantial, 
dedicated as this building is to the offices of a sa- 
cred religion and to the hardly less sacred cause of 
education, what better symbol can we find of the 
character of our benefactor ? What more fitting 
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monument to his name ? Other institutions and 
other works of public honor and benevolent as- 
sociation will bear his memory to coming ages so 
long as those bereft of reason shall enjoy the 
fruits of his bounty ; while our country shall 
venerate that noble statesman whom he has com- 
memorated in enduring stone, or untold thou- 
sands give thanks for that discovery which allevi- 
ates so much of human misery, and whose date 
he has perpetuated (though himself unnamed 
with his characteristic modesty) in letters of im- 
perishable granite pointing to that world of which 
the Scriptures affirm, that in it * there shall be no 
more pain/ But many of you, my friends, will 
call to mind those virtues which he manifested 
in the more private walks of social and domestic 
life. If he had faults they were common to our 
humanity, and time throwing them into an ever- 
deepening shadow will bring out more and more 
into your view, those strong fundamental and 
Christian qualities to be remembered in the de- 
parted. According to united testimony he was a 
model of the old school integrity which never 
yielded to any of our degeneracies in commerce 
and trade or in public and national affairs. 
Courteous in manner, he was humaae in spirit. 
Wealth did not render him, as it too often has 
others, narrow-minded and penurious, but he 
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At Chestnut Hill, 5 

rejoiced not only in the large benefactions which 
his ample means permitted, but in seeking out the 
cause of the humble poor and doing good with 
no ostentation, asking only the reward of a wel- 
come response in his own liberal heart. 

This slight tribute to his memory is appropriate 
to the season ; for the inscription on the bell 
which calls us to the chant of the Nativity, is 
significant of the pacific and Christian temper of 
its donor, and evermore while it will summon 
annually those who gather here to give ** Glory to 
God in the highest," it will preach also a weekly 
sermon from the gracious text, *' On earth peace, 
good will toward men." 

The church, thus generously given by Mr. Lee, 
was built from plans furnished by Mr. Charles 
FoUen. The design was based upon the model 
of the old church at Hingham, Mass., erected in 
1 680, and which is still in use and in good preser- 
vation. An appropriate wing was also added to 
the main building on the southern side for the 
purposes of a school house, in which have been 
gathered year after year a band of sweet little 
children who, received their early instruction 
within its walls, and who have gone forth into 
the world becoming truthful, upright and useful 
men and women. 

Altho' an edifice more permanent in structure 
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and which consequently would have been ren- 
dered more beautiful by the mellowing hand of 
time, might have been desirable, yet the present 
one amply sufficed for the small congregation 
which met for religious instruction, animated by 
a liberal faith. 

Humble as it is, it is endeared to the few fami- 
lies who remain, by many tender and happy 
associations. 

It was dedicated to the worship of God October 
2d, 1 86 1, by appropriate services. The dedica- 
tory prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Sam'l K. 
Lothrop, the sermon was preached by Rev. Dr. 
Hedge, and the concluding prayer was made by 
Rev. Wm. A. Whitwell. The church was com- 
pletely filled by a much interested audience. The 
singing was congregational, and all joined in the 
following hymn : 

CHESTNUT HILL HYMN. 

O ! Lord and Saviour, at Thy feet, 
Though few, yet faithful, let us meet. 
If two or three be gathered there, 
Thou, Lord, wilt not despise our prayer. 

The faith, the hope that here we own, 
Rest on Thy pardoning love alone; 
And but one heart, one voice we bring, 
To hail Thee, Saviour, Lord and King ! 

Returning to our Father's home. 
Like little children. Lord, we come. 
Oh ! grant that in Thy sight we may 
Be found as pure in heart as they. 
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Rev. Wm. A. Whitwell was invited to become 
pastor and teacher, and entered on his duties Oct. 
5, 1 86 1, when he preached an excellent discourse 
on ** The Temple of the Living God." 

The society, at a meeting held after the ser- 
vices, voted to hold only one service together with 
a Sunday school on the Sabbath, and to introduce 
King s Chapel Prayer Book. The thanks of the 
society were also presented to Dr. George B. 
Emerson for the gift of a valuable bible, printed 
in London Feb. 9, 1862. It is now in the pos- 
session of his daughter, Mrs. John Lowell. 

The society was composed of the families resi- 
dent at Chestnut Hill as well as of several from 
Brookline and its neighborhood. The pastor 
made himself very acceptable in the administra- 
tion of his official duties, and was much beloved 
for his quiet, unassuming manners, as also for his 
truly christian spirit. A graduate of Harvard in 
the class of 1824, his discourses evinced a com- 
mendable degree of scholarly attainment, while 
his literary tastes were those of a high order. 

The music was rendered by a quartette, Mr. L. 
Saltonstall, Mrs. Slade, Mr. and Mrs. D. S. Cur- 
tis, from the congregation, who met regularly for 
rehearsal and practice, and whose selections and 
performance being always in harmony with the 
place and the occasion, gave satisfaction and 
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pleasure to the hearers. Unfortunately the pas- 
torate of Mr. Whitwell was brief. Never robust 
in health, sickness came upon him in the winter 
of '64-65, and his death occurred Feb. 10, '65, at 
the age of 61. ** His last days were peaceful and 
happy, full of the same cheerful trust which had 
characterized his whole life. He had frequent in- 
tercourse with his parish friends until the day be- 
fore his death. His mind was clear and strong, 
and he looked forward to heaven as his home, say- 
ing at the last to his wife, brother and sister, who 
were standing by his bedside, ' Let me go ; good 
bye.' " 

[/ Owing to various circumstances, after the death 
of Mr. Whitwell, the chapel remained closed for 
several months, until it was re-opened May 13, 
1866, under the pastoral care of Rev. A. B. Muz- 
zey, who continued in charge for the period of 
ten years, until his resignation in September, 
1876. 

During this period, altho' in the nature of 
events there could scarely be an increase of mem- 
bers, there was no diminution of the society who 
listened earnestly to the pious exhortations of 
their worthy minister. Nor was there the slight- 
est interruption to the pleasant intimacy which 
continued to exist to the last between him and 
his people. 
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The following extract from a letter received a 
few days after his resignation, by the society, 
through D. D. Slade, exhibit the relations which 
stood between them. 

My Dear Sir: 

The ten years I have supplied your pulpit is a long ministry for our 
times, and I had fully determined at its expiration to close my work with 
you. I look back upon our connection with peculiar pleasure. It has 
placed the society on the roll of liberal churches, and I trust has done a 
partial good in helping the spiritual life among you. I feel a deep 
interest in those little ones on whose brow I have placed the Baptismal 
seal and in all the children whom I have for so many years met in our 
Sunday gatherings. It has been pleasant to see them as they grew up, 
advancing in knowledge and character, so blessed in their homes and so 
happy and united with each other. I was glad to know that when we 
could not have the privileges of a Sunday school you were yourselves 
giving them faithful instruction in the Scriptures. I earnestly hope this 
good work will go on in the future. 

It would pain me to know that the church, as you intimate, was 
closed. Any service I can render in the supply of your pulpit by bringing 
before you new ministers will be always cheerfully given. The pecuniary 
sacrifices you have made for my sake and for your own spiritual benefit, 
make me confident you will continue the same hereafter, even if at times 
somewhat burdensome. 

With thanks for the many personal kindnesses of all my Chestnut 
Hill friends, and my best wishes and prayers for them in the future — in 
which Mrs. Muzzey unites. 

I remain, yours sincerely, 

A. B. Muzzey. 



Chestnut Hill, Oct. 11, 1876. 
To Rbv. a. B. Muzzey, 

My Dear Sir : I promised a fewdays ago, that I would reply more 
fully to your kind note addressed through me, to your friends at Chestnut 
Hill. I submitted it to their perusal individually, and they all expressed 
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themselves as much pleased with the cordiality, sympathy and friendship 
with which you addressed them. 

They beg me to thank you and Mrs. Muzzey for the warm interest 
you have always taken in their families, in which thanks both Mrs. Slade 
and myself most sincerely join. 

The years that you have been with us, have been productive, we 
trust, of much good to both parents and children. It could not be other- 
wise. You have the satisfaction of knowing that your exertions have not 
been lost upon us, however little at times they may seem to you to have 
been appreciated. You labored under disadvantages. 

We all appreciate your kind offer of future services and we shall 
no doubt avail ourselves of it. All desire me to express to Mrs. Muzzey 
and yourself their hearty wishes for your continued health and happiness. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. D. Slade. 



In the autumn of 1876 Rev. John A. Bucking- 
ham of Newton was invited to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Mr. Muzzey, and he 
commenced his duties Oct. 8th. These he con- 
tinued very acceptably to his parishioners .until 
the 26th of June, 1881, when circumstances com- 
pelled him to resign. 

In a recent letter, he says : '* As to my con- 
nection with the Unitarian church and Society at 
Chestnut Hill, there is very little to be said except 
to record my hearty gratitude to its members for 
their indulgence during my brief association with 
them. The memory of that short ministry forms 
a bright episode in my professional life, and 
my only regret is that I was unable to inspire 
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At Chestnut Hill. ii 

them with sufficient enthusiasm to continue the 
services." 

More than thirty years have elapsed since the 
dedication of the church. During this interval 
among the families that early worshipped there, 
many changes have occurred. John Lowell, Esq., 
has been Judge for several years, both in District 
and Circuit Court, having received his first com- 
mission from President Lincoln, his grandfather 
having before him received similar honor from 
General Washington. Hon. Leverett Saltonstall 
has occupied the distinguished position of Col- 
lector of the port of Boston during the usual 
term. Mr. Geo. C. Lee has been for several years 
a partner in the house of Lee & Higginson in 
Boston. D. D. Slade has been connected as 
Professor and instructor in Harvard University 
since 1871. 

Mr. D. S. Curtis, while a resident at Chestnut 
Hill, was agent for the London house of Brown 
Brothers, while Mrs. Curtis at this time distin- 
guished herself and afforded much pleasure and 
amusement to her many friends by writing several 
meritorious plays for private theatricals, which 
were first brought out at her own house with 
great success, some of her neighbors assuming 
parts. 

Other families, among which may be mentioned 
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12 The First Church 

those of Hon. Theodore Lyman, Henry Lee, 
Esq., and J. Elliot Cabot, Esq., are still residents 
of Brookline. Charles H. Burrage, Esq., Wil- 
liam R. Dupee and Hiram G. Tucker, Esq., with 
their families reside at Chestnut Hill, while still 
others are scattered in various parts of the coun- 
try and in Europe. 

All look back with pleasant associations to the 
days when they and their children met for 
religious and social intercourse within the walls 
of the First Church of Chestnut Hill. 
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BIRTHS. 

Mary Lee, daughter of Francis L. and Sarah 
M. Lee, Aug. 3, 1849. 

Francis Wilson Lee, son of F. L. and Sarah M. 
Lee, Jan, 18, 1852. 

Olivia B. Lowell, daughter of John and Lucy 
E. Lowell, Mar. 14, 1854. 

Alice Lee, daughter of F. L. and Sarah M. Lee, 
May 21, 1854. c 

Ralph Wormeley, son of D. ^. and Arabella 
Curtis, 1854. 

Leverett Saltonstall, son of Leverett and Rose 
L. Saltonstall, Nov. 3, 1855. 

John Lowell, son of John and Lucy E. Lowell, 
May 23, 1856. 

Anne Wilson Lee, daughter of Francis L. and 
Sarah M. Lee, May 27, 1856. 

Charles and Henry Sayles, sons of Charles and 
Harriet S. Francis, Feb. 22, 1857. 

Dennison R. Slade, son of Daniel D. and Mina 
Louise Slade, May 7, 1857. 
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14 The First Church 

Osborne Sargent, son of D. S. and Arabella 
Curtis, 1858. 

Mary Lothrop Lowell, daughter of John and 
Lucy E. Lowell, Nov. 27, 1858. 

Harriet S., daughter of Charles and Harriet S. 
Francis, April 2, 1858. 

Thomas Lee, son of F. L. and Sarah M. Lee, 
Dec. 21, 1858. 

Henry Bromfield Slade, son of Daniel D. and 
M. Louise Slade, June 6, 1859. 

Richard M. Saltonstall, son of Leverett and 
Rose L. Saltonstall, Oct. 28, 1859. 

Rose Lee, daughter of George C. and Caroline 
H. Lee, June 20, i860. 

Lucy Lowell, daughter of John and Lucy E. 
Lowell, Sept. 21, i860. 

Ellen Louise Slade, daughter of Daniel D. and 
M. Louise Slade, Dec. 18, i860. 

George Dixwell Burrage, son of Charles H. 
Burrage, Mar. 12, 186 1. 

Robert Wilson Lee, son of F. L. and Sarah M. 
Lee, June 7, 1861. 

Rose Lee Saltonstall, daughter of Leverett and 
Rose L. Saltonstall, June 17, 1861. 

Alice H. Lee, daughter of George C. and 
Caroline H. Lee, July 29, 1861. 

George Tappan, son of Charles and Harriet S. 
Francis, June 9, 1862. 
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Ellerton L., son of E. L. and M. L. Dorr, 
1862. 
Margaret Bromfield Slade, daughter of Daniel 

D. and M. Louise Slade, Oct. 15, 1862. 

Mary Elizabeth Saltonstall, daughter of Lev- 
erett and Rose L. Saltonstall, Oct. 17, 1862. 
George Emerson Lowell, son of John and Lucy 

E. Lowell, Nov. 21, 1862. 

Harriet Paine Lee, daughter of George C. and 
Caroline H. Lee, May 4, 1863. 

Mary, daughter of E. L. and M. L. Dorr, Oct. 
8, 1864. 

Susan Cabot Lowell, daughter of John and 
Lucy E. Lowell, Dec. 5, 1864. 

Elizabeth Slade, daughter of Daniel D. and M. 
Louise Slade, Feb. 15, 1865. 

Mary Burrage, daughter of Charles H. and 
Lydia L. Burrage, April 26, 1866. 

Caroline Haskell Lee, daughter of George C. 
and Caroline H. Lee, Jan. 15, 1866. 

Alfred, son of E. L. and M. L. Dorr, Jan. 20, 
1866. 

Philip Leverett, son of Leverett and Rose L. 
Saltonstall, May 4, 1867. 

Anna Perkins, daughter of Daniel D. M. and 
Louise Slade, Aug. 4, 1867. 

Elise, daughter of E. L. and M. L. Dorr, March 
15, 1868. 
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Jeannie Ursula Dupee, daughter of William R. 
andjeannie Ursula Dupee, Nov. i6, 1868. 

James Arnold Lowell, son of John and Lucy E. 
Lowell, Feb. 5, 1869. 

Isabella Mason Lee, daughter of Geo. C. and 
Caroline H. Lee, Sept. 23, 1869. 

Frederika Slade, daughter of Daniel D. and M. 
Louise Slade, Sept. 23, 1869. 

Josephine Burrage, daughter of Charles H. and 
Lydia L. Burrage, Nov. 26, 1868. 

George Cabot Lee, son of George C. and 
Caroline H. Lee, Feb. 2, 1871. 

Conrad Hensler Slade, son of Daniel D. and 
M. Louise Slade, Mar. 4, 1871. 

Margaret Cotton Burrage, daughter of Charles 
H. and Lydia L. Burrage, June i, 1871. 

William Arthur Dupee, son of William R. and 
J. U. Dupee, Nov. 30, 1872. 

Endicott Peabody Saltonstall, son of Leverett 
and Rose L. Saltonstall, Dec. 25, 1872. 

Edward Slade, son of Daniel D. and M. Louise 
Slade, Feb. 7, 1873. 

Elizabeth Baldwin Dupee, daughter of William 
R. and Jeannie U. Dupee, Dec. 8, 1874. 

Elsie Aldrich Burrage, daughter of Charles H. 
and Lydia L. Burrage, Sept. 17, 1875. 

Susan Jackson Slade, daughter of Daniel D. 
and M. L. Slade, Sept. 26, 1875. 
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Paul Kurrage, son of C. H. and Lydia L. Bur- 
rage, May 20, 1877. 

Henrietta Edla Slade, daughter of Daniel D. 
and M. L. Slade, Oct. 16, 1878. 



BAPTISMS. 

Oct. 20, 1 86 1, Ellen Louise, daughter of D. D. 
and M. L. Slade. 

May 4, 1862, Alice Hathaway, daughter of 
George C. and Caroline H. Lee. 

August 3, 1862, Rose Lee, daughter of Leverett 
and Rose Lee Saltonstall. 

May 24, 1863, Four children of Henry Lee, Jr., 
and Elizabeth P. Lee: Elliot Cabot, George, 
Margaret and Joseph. 

July 12, 1863, Mary Elizabeth, daughter of 
Leverett and Rose Lee Saltonstall. 

Oct. II, 1863, Margaret Bromfield, daughter of 
D. D. and M. Louise Slade. 

Oct. 25, 1863, Harriet Paine, daughter of 
George C. and Caroline H. Lee. 

June 26, 1864, Thomas Handasyde, son of J. 
Eliot and Elizabeth D. Cabot. 
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May 20, 1866, Elizabeth, daughter of D. D. 
and M. Louise Slade. 

May 20, 1866, William Payne, son of William 
P. and Susan P. Hall. 

Nov. 4, 1866, Caroline Haskell, daughter of 
George C. and Caroline H. Lee. 

May 16, 1869, Anna Perkins, daughter of D. 
D. and M. Louise Slade. 

July 4, Philip Leverett, son of Leverett and 
Rose Lee Saltonstall. 

June 8, 1870, Isabella Mason, daughter of 
George C. and Caroline H. Lee. 

June 8, 1870, Frederika, daughter of D. D. and 
M. Louise Slade. 

June 8, 1870, Elizabeth, daughter of Francis 
and Elizabeth Rodman. 

June 25, 1 87 1, Conrad Hensler, son of D. D. 
and M. Louise Slade. 

June 25, 187 1, George Cabot, son of George 
C. and Caroline H. Lee. 

May 16, 1875, Edward, son of D. D. and M. 
Louise Slade. 

May 16, 1875, Endicott Peabody, son of 
Leverett and Rose Lee Saltonstall. 

June 4, 1876, Susan Jackson, daughter of D. D. 
and M. Louise Slade. 

June 4, 1876, Elsie Aldrich, daughter of 
Charles H. and Lydia L. Burrage. 
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MARRIAGES. 

Feb. 4, 1863, Mr. Benjamin W. Foster of 
Pittsfield, Maine, and Miss Louise J. Newhall of 
Providence. 

Mar. 10, 1863, Mr. Nelson S. Stevens of New- 
ton and Miss Mary A. Humphrey of Newton. 

Dec. 7, 1875, Hiram G. Tucker to Miss Jen- 
nie Donaldson. 

Oct. 27, 1880, Theodore Roosevelt to Miss 
Alice Haskell Lee. 

April 26, 1883, Herbert Jaques to Miss Harriet 
Sayles Francis. 

Oct. 24, 1883, John Lowell, Jr. to Miss Mary 
Evelen Hale of Philadelphia. 

June 30, 1884, Mr. Louis Agassiz Shaw and 
Miss Mary Elizabeth Saltonstall. 

Nov. 6, 1884, Dr. George W. West and Miss 
Rose Lee Saltonstall. 

June 4, 1889, W. H. Aspinwall to Miss Susan 
Cabot Lowell. 

June 19, 1890, George Dixwell Burrage and 
Miss J. Ursula Dupee. 
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Oct. 17, 1 89 1, Richard M. Saltonstall to Miss 
Eleanor Brooks. 

April 2, 1892, Reginald Gray to Miss Rose 
Lee. 



DEATHS. 

Feb. 14, 1863, Leverett, son of Leverett and 
Rose Lee Saltonstall, aged 7 years, 3 months, 1 1 
days. 

Sept. 2, 1866, William Payne, son of William 
Payne and Susan P. Hall, aged 9 months. 

Feb. 25, 1869, Robert Wilson, son of Francis 
L. and Sarah M. Lee, aged 7 years, 8 months. 

June, I, 1870, S. Tairo, wife of Samuel F. 
Dalton. 

June 30, 1872, Mary, daughter of Charles H. 
Burrage, aged 6 years. 

March 23, 1879, Henry Bromfield, son of D. 
D. and M. Louise Slade, aged 19 years. 

Jan. 15, 1870, Olivia Buckminster, daughter 
of John and Lucy E. Lowell, aged 16 years. 

Sept. 3, 1882, Mary Lothrop, daughter of John 
and Lucy E. Lowell, aged 24 years. 
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Feb. 14, 1884, Alice H. Roosevelt, daughter of 
George C. and Caroline A. Lee, aged 22 years. 

May 26, 1884, George Emerson, son of John 
and Lucy E. Lowell, aged 22 years. 

Sept. 2, 1885, Josephine, daughter of Charles 
H. and Lydia L. Burrage. 

Sept. 2, 1886. 

« 

Col. Francis L. Lee was born in Boston, Dec- 
ember 10, 1823, graduated at Harvard University 
in the class of 1843. He was married at West- 
port, N. Y., in 1848, to Miss Sarah M. Wilson. 
He enlisted as the Colonel of the Mass. 44th 
regiment in the autumn of 1862 ; after his return 
he served the state under the administration of 
Governor Andrew until the close of the war. In 
April, 1868, he passed a year in Europe with part 
of his family. In 1870, while still a resident at 
Chestnut Hill, he became associated with Mr. 
Charles FoUen, of Boston, in landscape gardening, 
and after Mr. Follen's death, with Mr. Joseph H. 
Curtis. His death occurred at Westport, Sept. 2, 
1886. 

Col. Lee was a man generally well known in 
the communities in which he lived. To his class- 
mates and friends he was endeared by many 
excellent qualities. His outspoken frankness and 
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generosity were at all times marked characteris- 
tics. His military career is too well established 
to require anything more than a passing notice 
in this connection. Altho* a strict disciplinarian, 
he was at all times ready to sacrifice his own ease 
and inclination for the good of those under his 
immediate charge. Brave' and collected when 
occasion demanded, his natural good sense taught 
him forbearance and charity. 

In his chosen occupation of horticulture and 
landscape gardening, few men have shown more 
enthusiasm or more practical knowledge, and it 
was in these pursuits that his reputation is per- 
haps best known. His beautiful home selected 
upon the shores of Lake Champlain, sufficiently 
testify to his innate love of nature, and to the 
unaffected and simple life which he chose to lead, 
and which he so much loved. 

A devoted husband and a kind parent, his 
death in ripe manhood has been most sincerely 
mourned. 

March 4, 1890, Mrs. Harriet S. Francis. 

Feb. 28, 1 89 1, Rose L. West, daughter of Lev- 
erett and Rose L. Saltonstall, aged 29 years. 

April 21, 1892. 

Rev. Artemas Bowers Muzzey, D. D., 89 years, 
7 months. 
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ADDENDA. 



MARRIAGES. 

Dec. 27, 1877, Matthew Hale to Miss Mary 
Lee. 

April 10, 1883, Dr. George E. Titcomb to Miss 
Fanny Rodman. 

Dec. 18, 1888, Charles Mifflin Hammond to 
Miss Harriet Paine Lee. 

Oct. 20, 1889, Sewall Henry Fessenden to Miss 
Caroline Haskell Lee. 

Sept. 4, 1890, Francis W. Lee to Miss Marion 
Dove. 
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